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I’m seven and | live with my
Mom and my little brother, Marcus. | love my family

and they love me! (I also really love to draw.)
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Mom had to to take care
of us. Sometimes she couldn’t buy all the food
we wanted to eat, and we would be hungry.
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We lived in a house that Mom could afford in a

n.eighborl.\ood where everything seeme
like it was always gray,

with empty lots everywhere, and no play areas.
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Sometimes | had a hard time sleeping -

nighttime didn’t
feel safe.




I wanted to go to school close by,
but our neighborhood school,
and lots of others had closed.
Marcus and | had a hard time
and my teachers told me
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Mom came home one day talking about e
2 .ﬂroup called
Bri

iant Detroit. She said the house had

They had come to our neighborhood ever y thlnﬂ'
and fixed up a house to be we n99de o

a family center. There was a poster that
showed some things for

kids, some for adults,
and even things for both.
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On his first day, my
little brother Marcus
and Mom went to a
“Play and Learn” where Marcus
learned about the letter “K* with
a group of other little kids

and their parents.

They talked about

“K,” and sang
a song about it.
They even drew
things about it.

He had so much fun!
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I went to tutoring where | got to

lay games and
P r%gd books

with a buddy. It was a lot more fun
than | thought it would be!
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and bought for her,

Mom did activities too.
At home, she told us about her GED class
that had also happened at the house.

She said it would help

her get a better job.

Then, the neighborhood started to look bright and

feel fun because Bl‘i"ian!: D&tl‘Oit
got everyone’s ideas for

a Pal“k which they built next to the house.
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The house also had a

Little Free Library,

amg the neighborhood helped
paint a fun mural

on a big wood fence.

We even (JI"EW & gal‘den together,

which was so fun!

We started meeting our neighbors and

some became
my hest friends.
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This place ca.lled .BI" i. “iant
Detroit is like our
SECOI‘Id homEQ and even hired

Mom after she got her GED. With her new job,
Mom is able to make sure we aren’t hungry.

| feel loved, safe,
and able to become
smart and healthy.

My family does too!



Eventually, Marcus started school
ahead of his classmates, and | am finally
reading at my grade level.

This is thanks to
Brilliant Detroit,

where kid success happens in neighborhoods.
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Become a kid success member
and do one of the following:

¢ Join a Brilliant Detroit home

¢ Volunteer

¢ (ive donations either in-kind or financial to help create more
Brilliant Detroit homes

o Make sure all of our Cassie’s and families get what they need
to be successful in life



We hope you’ll join us,
because every child just like
“Cassie” deserves to be
a child from a
kid success neighborhood!

Brilliantetroit

creating kid success neighborhoods

5675 Larkins e Detroit, MI 48210
www.brilliantdetroit.org e facebook: @brilliantdetroit
#BeBrilliant313



